The Luba are one of the oldest recorded tribes in equatorial Africa. A Bantu-speaking people, they had already expanded their empire throughout central Africa by the 9th century AD. Much of this progress was probably due to their advanced skills in metalwork. The Luba had a wide network of kings governed by a central ruler who succeeded through the mother's line. Much more is known about the Luba than many of the other tribes on the African continent due to the way that they used intricate works of art called "lukasa" and other memory devices to record their history. The lukasa is a bead and shell-covered wooden "memory board" that embodies fundamental precepts about Luba kingship. This book recounts the history of the Luba and their culture to the present day and demonstrates the varying ways in which early Luban art is used to memorize the complex structure of sovereign rule within their empire. The book illustrates more than 100 important Luba works in museums and private collections around the world. These illustrations feature royal emblems, including thrones, sceptres and lukasa, dating from the 18th to the early 20th century and bearing patterns, figures and motifs which served, as they do now, as vehicles of historical thought and ideology for the Luba people. Photographs from the 1980s and early archival photographs from the turn of the century show the works in their contexts of royal investitures, divination rites, and secret association dances. Many of the works of art in this publication are accompanied by the narratives of contemporary Luban people, to show how the works help to illicit memory and how memory is a dynamic, creative process. A second level of interpretation is provided by the essays written by scholars in the fields of African cultural history who have worked among the Luba people and acknowledge the role of art as a vehicle for historical inquiry.
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From reader reviews:
Teresa Sullivan:
This Memory: Luba Art and the Making of History (African Art) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Memory: Luba Art and the Making of History (African Art) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Memory: Luba Art and the Making of History (African Art) can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Memory: Luba Art and the Making of History (African Art) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.
Arlene Wilson:
This book untitled Memory: Luba Art and the Making of History (African Art) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.
Paula Salas:
Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Memory: Luba Art and the Making of History (African Art) why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
Richard Chambers:
You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Memory: Luba Art and the Making of History (African Art) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
